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REVIEW

The prolonged effects of Covid-19 can be felt well into the 2021-22
school year. And, it continues to impact the lives of the children we
serve—from the loss of livelihoods for many of our children’s
families, to the continued disruptions to children’s learning, not to
mention their social and emotional wellbeing. It continues to require
us to persevere through the challenges to ensure that we provide
children with meaningful opportunities for learning, supporting their
holistic growth and development. We continue to be grateful for the
compassion and kindness of supporters, partners, community
champions, educational officials, and strangers who have made it
possible for us to navigate through these times. And, who champion
our efforts in developing 21st century learning and life skills in
children, now more essential than ever.
In the following pages is a brief account of some of our efforts since
the start of the school year.
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Engaging Student's in Learning Through Art

At ArtSparks, we are committed to ensuring that the
learning needs of the children we serve are being
met. And we remain undeterred by the challenges
that have been posed by the ongoing pandemic.
Instead, our commitment to developing 21st century
learning and life skills in children remains strong.
Recognizing the immense value of engaging children
in meaningful learning through the arts, we have
made every effort over the past few months, since
the start of the school year, to continue to track the
whereabouts of our children and reach them using
a multi-pronged approach. Our learnings from the
2020-21 school year have proved invaluable, and
have helped us navigate this current school year
with renewed focus.
Children that continue to reside in Bangalore, but
have not yet resumed in-person classes, are being
engaged remotely. They receive art activity kits
containing multiple carefully designed, ageappropriate activities (for Lower Primary, Upper
Primary, and Secondary grades), along with a rich
array of art materials. These art activity kits are
distributed every two to three months for the entire
school year. Distribution of the kits occur at each of
the school sites, supported by the school HM’s. The
first round of art activity kits were distributed in July,
with the second round of distributions occurring in
October. The next round of distributions is
anticipated for the month of December. Post each

"During Covid times my son's school learning
was affected, and he had reduced participation.
But, the art kits provided by ArtSparks
Foundation have sparked an interest in him to
engage in these activities. He does the activities
with focus and interest. His concentration and
attention have also increased."
— Jayamala, Parent, GHPS Karisandra"

distribution cycle, ArtSparks’ women facilitators
conduct check-in's with students on a weekly basis,
and support student learning through the creation
and provision of demo videos sent via WhatsApp,
and also through home visits.
For children of families that are continuing to take
refuge in their villages, activities continue to be
distributed weekly via WhatsApp and SMS (for those
who don’t have access to smartphones).
Finally, for those children that have resumed inperson classes in a few of our schools, ArtSparks’
facilitators are holding in-person sessions with
students within the Creative Learning Labs. Both the
children and facilitators are excited to resume some
sense of normalcy within the schools.
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Art & Social-Emotional Learning
Given the challenges brought on by the pandemic,
and the emotional upheavals that families face, it has
become crucial for us to consider the emotional wellbeing of the children we serve. The team at ArtSparks
therefore began this school year by delving deeper
into exploring the intersections between Art Education
& Social Emotional Learning (SEL). According to CASEL
(the Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional
Learning), SEL is defined as “the process through
which all young people and adults acquire and apply
the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to develop healthy
identities, manage emotions, feel and show empathy
for others, establish and maintain supportive
relationships, and make responsible and caring
decisions.” CASEL’s framework has been adopted by
ArtSparks in developing our new SEL curriculum for
children. Social and emotional learning is a life-long
process, and like any other skill, SEL skills can be
learned and practiced. Out SEL-focused curriculum,
delivered to children, is intended to build children’s
competencies in these skills.
Parallel professional development workshops are
conducted along with the Art & SEL curriculum to
develop understandings in this domain:
Art is an ideal space to foster SEL skills because
there is no right or wrong answer in the art. And,
art embraces multiple perspectives. Therefore, it
creates a safe environment for children to freely
express their thoughts and feelings.
The SEL competencies of Self-Management and
Responsible Decision-Making are developed
through the process of investigation in art-making
.
Through investigation, children learn that if
something is not working, they can always try new
ways to make it work for them. We encourage
children to be comfortable with not knowing, or
that things needn't look perfect. Children learn to
manage their urges and control impulses.
The SEL competencies of Self-Awareness and
Responsible Decision-Making are fostered through
the process of ideation.

During ideation, children are encouraged to
think beyond what they see around or what’s
possible and come up with creative solutions for
the problems that already exist.
Children are allowed to make their own choices
and decisions of how their artwork should look
like and what they want to represent through art.
The SEL competencies of Social Awareness and
Relationship Skills are developed through the
process of collaboration.
When children work together to create art, it
provides them opportunities to understand
others perspectives, listen to and respect others
feelings and thoughts, and develop empathy.

Oct. 2021, Vol 1

Kala Minugu

Meeting Additional Needs
Since the second wave of the pandemic hit, ArtSparks’
committed group of volunteers resumed conducting
wellness check calls. During these calls, volunteers
check on the well-being of the children we serve, as
well as their parents.
During some of these wellness check calls, there was
evidence of need for food kits and medical supplies.
We realized in this process that this need arose from
a loss of jobs. Owing to these requests, ArtSparks
started raising funds from individuals and other
organizations through whom we could source the
food kits to provide to parents. Two organizations,
Azim Premji Foundation and BREADS, stepped
forward to provide us with the food kits. Thanks to
the support we received, we were able to distribute
132 kits in all to the families in dire need.

"We are daily wage laborers and due to the
lockdown we had no jobs in hand. And, this led
to financial issues at home. During this time
ArtSparks Foundation provided us with a
complete Covid care medical kit which was
helpful for us as we could have never bought it
ourselves. We are thankful to the organization
for the concern they show on children and their
families."
—Sunitha, Parent, GHPS Thindlu

strategic partnerships with organizations that
distribute such kits. One such partner organization,
Besides the need for food kits, we also recognized that BREADS, provided us with medical kits consisting of
the children we serve and their families are vulnerable masks, gloves, a thermometer, oximeter, and
supplementary tablets along with informative flyers
in the midst of this pandemic as they lack resources
and sometimes are unable to afford basic medications regarding Covid-19 precautions. The medical kits were
distributed to all the children's families associated
too. ArtSparks has therefore endeavored to provide
with all the government schools we serve.
medical kits to our children through
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Engaging Parents
Children develop better when there is familial support and encouragement. When parents are engaged in
what children are learning and doing the tendency to support children is also higher. With this belief, we at
ArtSparks have conducted several workshops and meetings with the parents of the children we work with. We
have engaged them in conversations. And, we have also provided them with hands-on experiences to give
them an understanding of what their children experience through our Creative Learning Lab program. This
way parents also encourage children to engage in the activities provided by us. In these meetings, facilitators
share the work of children as well and showcase the development in their children. Parents have openly
appreciated this sharing.

In the Next Issue
Our next issue will be dedicated to the work that we do with our women facilitators, empowering them to
lead change within local communities, and positively impact children’s learning, growth, and development.

Follow Us On
Facebook: www.facebook.com/artsparksfoundation
Instagram: www.instagram.com/artsparksfoundation
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMCw1-kI6zrQzlgQpUgDl7g

